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SELECT COMMITTEE INTO ELDER ABUSE 

Motion 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [2.58 pm]: I move — 

That — 

(1) A select committee into elder abuse in Western Australia is established; 

(2) The select committee is to inquire into elder abuse with particular reference to — 

(a) determine an appropriate definition of elder abuse; 

(b) identify its prevalence; 

(c) identify the forms of elder abuse, including but not limited to neglect; 

(d) identify the risk factors; 

(e) assess and review the legislative and policy frameworks; 

(f) assess and review service delivery and agency responses; 

(g) determine the capacity of the Western Australia Police to identify and respond 
to allegations of elder abuse; 

(h) identify initiatives to empower older persons to better protect themselves from 
risks of elder abuse as they age; 

(i) consider new proposals or initiatives which may enhance existing strategies 
for safeguarding older persons who may be vulnerable to abuse; and 

(j) consider any other relevant matter. 

(3) The select committee is to report by no later than 12 months after the motion is agreed 
to. 

(4) The select committee shall comprise the following members — 

(a) Hon Nick Goiran, Chair; 

(b) Hon Alison Xamon, Deputy Chair; 

(c) Hon Matthew Swinbourn; and 

(d) Hon Tjorn Sibma. 

I am pleased to move the motion. It is regrettable that there are only a few minutes left this afternoon to start the 
consideration of this motion, noting that we will no doubt continue to do so next week. In the short time that I have, 
I take the opportunity to make some preliminary remarks and note that I gave notice of this motion on 23 May this 
year, albeit that version of the motion has been amended pursuant to notice that I gave last week. I am grateful that 
I have the opportunity to move the motion to establish a select committee and I note that I could do so because 
I was able to speedily put this motion on the notice paper on 23 May. Had I taken a little longer, unfortunately my 
motion would have been buried in a long list of notices of motion and perhaps it may have taken a very long time 
for the house to consider establishing this select committee. I know that ongoing discussions are taking place about 
the list of motions on notice and I continue to encourage the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges to 
look at that matter, because I think it is somewhat unfair to members if they have to wait an extraordinarily long 
period before their motions can be considered. I am grateful that that is not the situation for me and that we get to 
consider this motion in a relatively timely fashion. It has been only some three and a half months and I do not think 
that that is unreasonable. But, as I say, I feel for other members whose motions are further down the list, and it 
will take a very long time for those matters to be brought on for consideration. 

I am also grateful that there is capacity under the standing orders for members to move an amended motion on 
notice, and that enabled me to have consultation and discussions with members behind the Chair in the last three 
and a half months and to slightly amend the motion that we are now considering. That has enabled me to list in the 
motion the members who have indicated their enthusiasm to be on the committee. That was a useful time in the 
three and a half months to ensure that the motion can proceed relatively quickly when it comes on for more 
considerable debate next week. I am grateful to the house for those procedural matters and I look forward to us 
considering in detail this motion to establish a select committee into elder abuse. 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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